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Lw Whittenr 

Spt?clai to the Washington Post T' - 

HE SCREECH .of the 
White House- leak plug- 
gers is abroad in the land. 

I can remember its pecu- 
liar timbre all the way back to the 
Truman days. Real old-timers still 
hear As echoes from the Hoover ad- 
ministration. 

The leak seekers never learn. 

TheyVare the kind of people who 
wear- Gucci shoes and natural- 
- shoulder, hand-tailored suits, but 
they keep epaulets under their pil- 
lows?-- 

They don’t understand the leakers 
because they don’t understand the 
public’s love-hate affair with the 
newspapers. Leakers are like ear sy- 
ringes. The more pressure one puts 
on them, the more they squirt into 
our ears! • 

For *30 years now, my ears have 
been awash with leaks, with Jack 
Anderson, but* also with the Hearst 
newspapers. The Washington Post 
and others. Where most people hear 
ringing in their ears after they pass 
50, 1 hear whispering.. 

President Reagan and his ma- 
houts are baffled by the psychology 1 
of leaks. Reagan complains^ that, 
leaks are at “a new high here 
leakd that are destructive of the for- 
eign policy.” 

Assistant Defense ^Secretary 
Henry B. Catto Jr. huffs about “the 
principle of the thing . . the expres- 
sion of minority [policy] opinions via 
leaks.” White House .spokesmen 
David R. Gergen and Larry Speakes 
try to explain why practically every 
agency head from the CIA to Fishr 
and Wildlife wants hunt-and-de9troy 
missions against leakers. 

And then there is the dumbfound^ 
ing sight of Deputy Defense Secre- 
tary Frank C. Carlucci volunteering 
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prove. he. didn’t leak secrets from a 
meeting he chaired. 

Why do leakers leak? They do it 
for a variety of reasons.. Presidents 
do it to*; get their thoughts across 
• without having to take responsibility 
for them. ' Or as trial balloons. Or 
sometimes, they, being no more de- 
cent than the rest of us, use leaks to 
. destroy their enemies. • - - \ 

Cabinet members and ‘ agency 
‘heads tend to follow the presidential 
psychology on leaks. While lesser 
folk may leak out of friendship, ide- 
alism, even whimsy, at the top level 
the motive is more often self- 
.interest^malice and aneer.. Whatever 
it is, it is Washington free enterprise 
in action. 

* Leakers come in many archetypes. 
There are the Idealists, the Aveng- 
ers, Friends and Mad Bombers. , v 

At its most artistic, leaking is a 
form of expression that can rival the 
grands jetes of Baryshnikov, the ca- 
denza of a Chopin or the brush 
stroke of an El Greco. 


. ‘Capital of Leaks’ 


The master of the leak-qua-art iai 
Lyn Nofziger, the waggish Til Eu- 
. lenspiegel of . this otherwise self- 
important administration. It is worth 
noting that he just jumped ship >vith 
a - remark about his rat-like pre- 
sci^nce. ■"«>* : * • !j ; 

* ^fofziger understands that* hing- 
ing leakers may require a Iwo- 
branched gibbet and one qf the 
branches may be the present exec- 
utive branch. Nofziger knows his his- 
■■ tory. He lived it v * : ‘ . 


After all, a Watergate document 
informs us that “Whenever possible 
Nofziger* — then a high Nixon of- 
ficial — “planted stories favorable to 
the Nixon administration with news- 


mervoa his own* or at the request of 
(H.Ftf JIalderaan . . ” 

The document goes on; 

* “ A£te* the California primary, 
Nofziger sent a * person . from the 
Committee to Re-Elect the Presi- 
dent^intp the California McGovern 

. offic^w. in an attempt to find a i 
form which purportedly told McGov- 
ern-, volunteers how to : get on wel- 
fare ~;Had Nofziger’s ingenuity paid 
off, which it didn't, he would surety 
have leaked it to a friendly reporter.! 

Indeed, he generally was morej 
successful In another caper before 
he joined the Reagan White Housed 
he ysed a chain of friendships to 
squeeze documents from the office of 
a rival presidential candidate. 

- To his delight, they showed that 
ithe .seemingly prim and proper as- 
pirant Sad misused federal funds, 
Nofziger leaked the documents to a 
’reporter, The story made the can- 
didate . look like a hypocrite and 
probably was a factor in his dismal 
primaries showing, v ri- 

* Nofziger is anything but unique. 

Leaking in Washington is good busi- 
ness. ^Richard L. S trout of the Chris- 
tian . Science Monitor, . who .calls it j 
the “Capital of Leaks” recounts how 
an irate President Kennedy once or- 
dered his press man, Pierre Salinger, 
to root out a leak. Salinger gleefully) 
reported back that Kennedy himself i 
was , the culprit v - , / . 

Mora ominously, ^ Bobby Ken- 
nedy’^ Justice Department went to 
considerable lengths to ruin what 
was left of Jimmy Hoffa’s tarnished 
reputation. When the Teamsters j 
boss, was arrested for slugging a- 
weaker aide, a Justice official leaked! 
ouLthe news even before the policeji 
reports were typed up. j 

The beat reporters at Washing-! 
ton’s Metropolitan Police headquar-! 
ters were staggered to see a herd of! 
political .reporters arriving at the j 

KnAlrmo /loatr rm o qIapu fKau tKom. I 
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